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Rationale

Kalgoorlie SOTA strives to provide quality distance education and we acknowledge that effective
teacher / student relationships are supported through personal contact between teacher and student. To
this end the school provides contact with students through a variety of means including, but not limited
to, home visits by teachers to students and home tutors or in-school visits by students and home tutors
with their teachers.

Aim
Kalgoorlie SOTA aims to:
e Provide support to students, their parents and / or home tutors through home visits. It is an
opportunity to work with and assess students' progress and development. It is also an

opportunity to build relationships between homes and school.
e Provide two visits a year to families, (please see further information below).

Considerations
The Support Teacher of Learning will draft a visit timetable taking staff and student numbers into
account:

e All visits are negotiated between the families and the school (parents, principal and teaching
staff).

e Visits may be cancelled due to staff illness, road closures and weather, at the request of families or
for unforeseen circumstances. All attempts will be made to reschedule a cancelled visit.

e Some families may receive extra visits based on need (e.g., students identified as Students at
Educational Risk)

e Each family will receive a visit at least once from their class teacher. At times, families may
receive a second visit from another teacher or the principal if the class teacher is unable to go
on the visit.

e Visits will include overnight stays by the teachers.

e At times, the safety and well-being of staff needs to be of consideration in relation to home
visits and travel. This is part of the OHS (Occupational Health and Safety) of the Department
of Education (DoE), as well as Risk Cover and the school’s processes. Teacher safety is, at
all times, paramount.

- School satellite phone, water and a first aid kit must always be carried in the school
vehicle.

- Teachers must phone the school when arriving and departing sites on home visits.

- Teachers will plan their departure and subsequent return to Kalgoorlie SOTA so as to
ensure their arrival back at school within daylight hours.

Implementation
At the end of each term, the STL will develop a general plan / timetable for proposed home visits for
the next term and provide the principal with a home visit timetable for approval.
e Visits that are cancelled by the school for operational reasons (illness etc.) will be
rescheduled as soon as is convenient for all parties within the same term if possible.
¢ Some families may receive more visits than others in any given year. This will be due to
professional decisions and at the discretion of the Principal.
e Teachers provide written feedback in a report to the Principal within two days of returning
from a home visit or within two days of having students at school for an in school visit.

Evaluation
e Home visits are discussed at the first, open, School Council Meeting (at Home Tutor
Seminar).

e This policy will be reviewed and shown to School Council as part of the school's review
cycle should it change.



