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Principal’s Pen

With Christmas carols drifting through the shopping centres and my family excitedly putting up the 

decorations at home (because I hadn’t quite found the time yet!), it is clear that the festive season has well 

and truly arrived. It is also a timely reminder of just how quickly this year has flown by. As we celebrate the 

final weeks of 2025, I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to our students, families, and staff for the 

joy, dedication, and strong sense of community that make Kalgoorlie School of the Air such a special 

place.

This term has brought many highlights, including the Years 4–6 SOTA Muster Camp in Perth, where our 

students joined peers from the four other Schools of the Air. The week was filled with adventure, learning, 

and the forming of friendships that stretch across our vast state.

This week, we are enjoying our whole-school End of Year Camp in Kalgoorlie. It has been a wonderful 

way to finish the year, with the sounds of children’s voices, laughter, and footsteps filling our school and 

playground. Students from all year levels came together to learn, laugh, and enjoy time with friends and 

teachers. A particularly magical moment was the surprise visit from Santa (curtesy of the P&C), who 

brought excitement, wide eyes, and plenty of festive cheer, especially for our younger learners.

We celebrated the achievements of all our students at the Awards Assembly and farewelled our Year 6 

students at the Graduation Ceremony on Wednesday morning. This year, we trialled live streaming these 

events for the first time, allowing families near and far to join in the celebrations and share in the pride of 

our students’ achievements. The response from families has been very positive.

This year, our students’ enthusiasm for learning and the high standard of work they have produced has 

been a joy to see. This success reflects the commitment of our teachers and the strong support of parents 

and tutors, and it is something we can all be proud of.

Looking ahead to 2026, I am pleased to share that we will have a stable staff cohort, with all current staff 

remaining at the school. Communication will be sent out in the week prior to the start of Term 1 to inform 

families of class teachers. Teachers will also be in touch regarding home visits and parent meetings early 

in the term.

As we close out the year, I would like to sincerely thank the members of our P&C Association and School 

Council for their ongoing support and partnership. I am also delighted to welcome our new School Council 

members: Katie Hall, Faith Day, and Anna Treloar. We look forward to the energy and insight you will 

bring to our school community.

I wish all families a safe, joyful, and well-earned break over Christmas and the New Year. I look forward to 

working with everyone again in 2026 and to another year of connection, growth, and learning.

Warm regards,

Eloise Jansen van Vuuren 



Thursday 29 and Friday 

30 January

Staff Development Days – Pupil Free 

Days

Week 1 Monday 2 February Students return - Air lessons commence

Week 1 Tuesday to Friday, 3 - 6 

February 

Online assessments commence

Teacher – Tutor class online meetings 

(1:00pm – 1:30pm)

Week 1 Thursday 5 February School Council meeting (1:30 – 2:00pm)

Week 4 Monday – Friday, 23-27 

February 

Pre-Primary On Entry assessments. 

Week 5 Friday 6 March Assembly (8:00am)

Week 6 Monday to Thursday, 9 - 

12 March

Home Tutor Seminar and Camp

Week 6 Tuesday 10 March School Council AGM (9:00am)

P&C AGM (10:30am)

Week 7 Monday – Friday, 16 – 

20 March

NAPLAN Year 3 and Year 5 online

Week 9 Thursday 2 April Assembly (8:00am)

Last day of term
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Calendar of Events  | Term 1 2026

Kindergarten |  Ms Bender

Our Kindy students have had a wonderful Term 4, settling beautifully into routines and showing 

just how far they’ve come. They’ve grown more confident in joining lessons, sharing their ideas, 

and tackling early literacy and numeracy tasks with real enthusiasm. Their independence has 

flourished, and it’s been gorgeous to watch their personalities shine through in every activity.

As the term wraps up, we couldn't be prouder of the confident, curious learners they’ve become. 

They are more than ready to take on full-time school next year, bringing with them all the skills, 

resilience, and spark they’ve shown this term. We wish our Kindy superstars the happiest 

holiday break and can’t wait to see them soar in Pre-primary in 2026!
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Pre-Primary |  Ms Miller

Year 1 |  Ms Hall
Can you believe that it is almost Christmas? The elves have been up to mischief and have created lots 

of excitement for many families!

Our Year One students have shown incredible progress this year. Their confidence to “have a go” and 

persistence when things get tough has been inspiring. As we all know, learning is about making 

mistakes, and that’s okay! 

Students are now more aware of punctuation, transferring their phonics knowledge into writing, and 

reading over their sentences to make sure they make sense. Next year in Year Two, editing will become 

even more important, along with taking pride in their work. I know they’ll be up for the challenge!

In Maths, students have been exploring different mental strategies to solve equations. During on-air 

lessons, we loved sharing how we solved the same sum in different ways. Every student understands 

the importance of showing or explaining their thinking. 

Many travelling families have joined us for on-air Maths, combined Literacy, and Auslan lessons. Next 

year, we hope to see even more students joining our Phonics sessions too!  

To the families and students returning to Kalgoorlie SOTA, I can’t wait to hear about your Christmas 

travels! To those moving on to new adventures, we wish you well and thank you for being part of our 

learning journey.

Our Pre-Primary students have had a big and joyful Term 4, jumping into every learning 

experience with energy. They wrote their Letters to Santa, learned to sort collections into groups 

of twos, fives and tens, and ended the term with plenty of fun Christmas maths activities. A real 

highlight was reading Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus, which led to wonderful character work 

and the creation of their very own pigeons! In Science, they explored living and non-living things 

and learned all about caring for pets and animals. Geography was just as exciting as they 

investigated maps and even built their own suburb.

It’s been a term full of curiosity, creativity, and proud moments. Our Pre-Primary students have 

blossomed in confidence and independence, and they are more than ready to spread their 

wings in Year One. We wish them the happiest holiday break and can’t wait to see them shine 

next year!
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Year 2 and STL  |  Ms Temme

This term in maths we focused on consolidating our understanding of the more difficult topics including, 

mass, volume and capacity, division, ordinal numbers and how to create equivalence using balance 

scales.  The students enjoyed the online Mathletics activities at the end of the lessons and loved 

seeing the animation of the characters when they worked as a team to answer a question correctly.  In 

project work students returned to the favourite subject of many, Visual Arts with a focus on creating 

symmetry using geometric shapes. In Health they studied their personal strengths and learnt about the 

importance of maintaining an active and healthy lifestyle and in Geography they learned about their 

place in the world at a local, state, national and global level to develop their mapping skills. In Digital 

Technology students worked on staying safe online and how we use technology to best meet our 

needs now compared to in the past. However, my favourite subject to mark this term was, by far the 

Biological Sciences where the Year 2 class applied their understanding to create three-dimensional 

models of the lifecycle of a butterfly and a digital lifecycle of an ant.  

Students should be very proud of their end of year reports where they all achieved satisfactory, high or 

excellent in English and Mathematics.

The Year 3 – 6 Literacy Class presented their “How to…” talks to Mrs J which ranged from “How to do 

a handstand” to “How to be an airline pilot” and I was very proud of them for the effort and pride they 

took in presenting the information on their chosen topic. They also learnt the difference between a 

discussion compared to a persuasive piece and how it’s important to provide a balanced argument, 

even if it doesn’t sit well with your own viewpoint. They worked very well learning about the layout of a 

newspaper article and we had many planning lessons and collaborative learning opportunities using 

the Webex breakout rooms so students could discuss their ideas in small groups then present these to 

the class. This prepared them well for their end of term assembly presentation last Friday.

In my role as STL, I have really enjoyed assessing students and supporting families to best meet their 

child’s needs. 

To our families who are returning to mainstream schooling and ending their travels, I wish you all the 

best and thank you for sharing your travels and experiences with the class. This year we had the 

highest attendance of travelling students ever at KalSOTA for our air lessons and I loved how families 

fit these into their travels so students could continue learning with their friends. To our students and 

families returning to us next year, I look forward to hearing about your holiday adventures and wish 

everyone a wonderful Christmas and a safe, happy and healthy New Year.
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AUSLAN and STL  |  Mr Parsons

I can’t believe the year has come to an end! It has been a wonderful start at the School of the 

Air. I’ve had the privilege of meeting many amazing students and their families, who have 

shown incredible resilience and persistence in completing their work while travelling to 

incredible places around Australia. I’ve loved hearing your stories about the places you’ve 

visited and look forward to meeting more students next year and learning about your 

adventures.

This term, I’ve seen fantastic progress from our Year 3 students. I especially enjoyed reading 

the descriptive reports, All About Me, from our travelling students. It was a great way to get to 

know you better, especially those who couldn’t join us on air.

I was also fortunate to visit Esperance with Ms Temme to see Ayden. We even had the chance 

to tour their fishing boat, what an experience!

I want to wish everyone a safe and Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I can’t wait to see 

you all in 2026!

Year 3 |  Miss Pettit

LOTE
This term we continued to learn the national anthem’s first verse in Auslan so that students can perform it 

at Graduation. I look forward to seeing their skills. In the last week or two of the term, everyone learned 

some Christmas signs.

The Year 1 and 2 students continued to learn basic signs and extended this to fingerspelling.

The Year 3 students learned pronouns, question words as well as the signs for places and things in the 

house.

The Year 4 students learned signs for family members, places and things around the house, drinks and 

signs for fruits and vegetables.

The Year 5 students learned outside signs, Aussie animals and signs for measurements.

The Year 6 students learned and used signs to describe people and places in Australia and beyond.

STL
This term I have been busily coordinating the Term 4 Dibels and online assessments for the school. 

Rather than send out paper tests for the PAT Reading, Maths and Science, we decided to trial the 

online version of the tests. It was great to see the majority of students take part. Individual results can 

be discussed with your class teacher, but below is a table of the testing results, from a whole school 

perspective.
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Year 4 & 5  |  Mr Sullivan
Term 4 as usual has been a very hectic term, however a lot of exciting events have taken place over this 

term. There was Muster Camp in Perth to look forward to which took place in Week 5. The 5 Schools of the 

Air took part in this annual event at The Bickley Outdoor Recreation Camp. It was fun with many 

opportunities for the students to participate in educational activities and team building fun activities. The 

Sports Carnival was also a highlight showcasing the skills of the students at the different Schools of the Air. 

Remembrance Day was observed on 11th November, and the students wore the poppy they made. 

Following this the next few weeks were down to business as usual with the students working hard 

completing their schoolwork for the semester reports due end of term. Air lessons took place as normal with 

PAT Reading, Maths and Science online testing conducted for students spread out in Weeks 4, 6 & 8. This 

gave the teachers a good idea of progress of the students in the learning areas. Teachers as well as 

students got the opportunity to put together magazine pages using Canva for our annual school magazine. It 

brought out our artistic skills. This was followed by the Year 3-6 assembly in Week 9. We also waited in 

anticipation for the end of year Graduation Ceremony and visit from Santa Claus.  Overall, though this term 

has been a busy one for everyone there were many things to look forward to and lots of memories made.

I take this opportunity to wish all my students and families a Safe and Joyous festive season.

Year 6  |  Ms Dotsyak

Term 4 has been a busy and rewarding end to the school year. The students have worked hard to 

complete all their learning tasks, and it’s been wonderful to see how much they’ve grown and matured 

over the year, particularly throughout this term.

A major highlight of the term was Muster Camp, where our students joined the other SOTAs for a week 

full of fun and adventure. The week included lots of excursions, such as visits to the Kanyana Wildlife 

Rehabilitation Centre, Kings Park, the Perth Mint, and Fremantle Prison. Back at the camp school, 

students took part in a range of team-building activities and challenges,  from raft building and canoeing 

to circus skills, the flying fox, and busting some impressive dance moves at the silent disco.       It was 

fantastic to see everyone embrace challenges, make new friends, and create beautiful memories 

together.

As the year comes to a close, I want to congratulate the Year 6s on all their effort and achievements 

over the past term and year. It has been a pleasure teaching them and celebrating their growth 

throughout the year. 

Wishing all the students and their families a safe and Merry Christmas. I hope Year 7 is the start of an 

exciting journey in high school, full of success and new adventures.
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Graduating Students | Class of 2025

We would like to give a very special congratulations to our Year 6 graduates, Niel, 

Lara, and Mila. This is an important milestone as you close one chapter and 

prepare to begin the next. We have loved watching you grow, learn, and become 

confident young people. As you move on to high school and beyond, continue to 

be curious, be kind to yourselves and others, and believe in all that you can 

achieve. Carry the friendships, memories, and lessons from your time in primary 

school with you as you embrace exciting opportunities ahead.

And a final message from the staff…

Have a great Christmas break and a fantastic 

new year.

We wish those leaving us all the best in the 

new year and beyond. We hope that you 

enjoyed your time with Kalgoorlie SOTA.

For those remaining with us, see you back in 

the new school year! 
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